
3 Steps to a Better Tone 

 

1. How to add to the right amount of pressure to the reed 

a. Do you add too much pressure?  

i. Start with your normal embouchure 

ii. Play the note B for as long as you can 

iii. During the note, lower your jaw 

iv. Listen for a better tone 

v. If the tone sounds better, but then gets worse, 

you went too far. Begin adding pressure to the 

reed again until the ideal tone is obtained. 

b. Not adding enough pressure to the reed? 

i. Start with your normal embouchure 

ii. Play the note B for as long as you can 

iii. During the note, put more pressure on the reed 

iv. Listen for a better tone 

v. If the tone sounds better, but then gets worse, 

you went too far. Begin lowering your jaw until 

the ideal tone is obtained. 

2. If the saxophone skips up an octave, then try the following 

a. Use Warm Air 

i. You are probably blowing cool air into the 

saxophone, causing the jump up the octave. 



ii. Warm up your air to gain control over the octave 

skip. 

iii. Analogy- Imagine how open your throat would 

need to be to swallow a golf ball. Try playing the 

saxophone with this open feeling. 

3. What does the jaw do when playing up and down the 

saxophone? 

a. It stays the same- The jaw shouldn’t move 

b. Try this exercise to get the proper tone 

i. Play a low D 

ii. When you have a good tone, memorize what 

your embouchure, air, and the pressure on the 

reed feel like (jaw) 

iii. Play up a major scale, but keep everything as if 

you are playing a low D (except the fingers) 

iv. It doesn’t feel like this should work, but it does! 


